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PAGE 01 STATE 054723 
ORIGIN OES-06 
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INR-07 INT-05 10-13 IUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-01 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
SAL-01 /114R 
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APPROVED BY OF.S/OFA/FA: AT .7,1 ICC A 
ARA/CAR - MR. SANTILLANA 
D/LOS - MR. TAFT 

112010Z 130134/46 

P 111954ZMAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 054723 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, PFOR. PLOS 

SUBJECT: U.S. FISHERIES OFF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

REF: STATE 294724 OF 1976 

1 . EMBASSY IS AWARE (REFTEL) THAT U.S. FISHERMEN FROM 
PUERTO RICO HAVE BEEN FISHING IN AREAS WHICH WILL COME 
UNDER GODR JURISDICTION WHEN IT EXTENDS FISHERIES 
JURISDICTION TO 209 MILES. WHEN GODR EXTENDS JURIS- 
DICTION USG WILL WANT TO FORMALLY REQUEST IMMEDIATE 
NEGOTIATIONS TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF FISHERIES 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. WE WANT TO BE SURE 
THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS CAN TAKE PLACE BEFORE GODR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 054723 

BEGINS ENFORCEMENT. DEPT. IS CONCERNED, AS ARE U.S. 
FISHERMEN, THAT SEIZERE OF U.S. VESSEL COULD OCCUR 
DUE TO LACK OF COMMUNICATION OR AWARENESS AMONG ALL 
PARTIES INVOLVED. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO APPROACH APPROPRIATE GODR 
OFFICIALS TO POINT OUT THAT U.S. (PUERTO RICAN) 
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FISHERMEN HAVE TRADITIONALLY FISHED OFF DOMINICAN 
COAST AND THAT USG INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH 

GODR IN NEAR FUTURE TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE TERMS OF 

ACCESS FOR U.S. FISHERMEN TO SURPLUS FISH WHICH 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FISHERMEN UNABLE TO CATCH. EMBASSY 
SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT USG HOPES NO ENFORCEMENT WILL 
TAKE PLACE UNTIL WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE 
POSSIBLE AGREEMENT WITH GODR. 

3. HOPEFULLY DOMINICAN LEGISLATION WILL BE FLEXIBLE 
ENOUGH TO ALLOW FOREIGN FISHERMEN TO TAKE SURPLUS 
CATCHES PURSUANT TO AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT. AND 
WILL PROVIDE A PERIOD OF SEVERAL MONTHS BEFORE EN- 
FORCEMENT AGAINST FOREIGN FISHERMEN BEGINS. 

VANCE 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Decaption Note: 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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